Title:
Mountains Beyond Mountains – The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the World

Author:
 Tracy Kidder

“One is tempted to call Paul Farmer’s passionate sensibilities and loving ambitions otherworldly, but only in sadness that there are far too few of him in the world.”

· Bob Shacochis, author

This inspiring book tells the true story of Paul Farmer. Doctor, Harvard professor, the recipient of a MacArthur genius grant, world-class Robin Hood, Farmer was brought up in a bus and on a boat, and in medical school found his life’s calling: to diagnose and cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them most.

What spoke to me was his conviction that “the only real nation is humanity” and his inability to turn his back on the suffering in the world. The book also shows time and time again how radical change can be fostered in situations that seem insurmountable and underscores the difference one person can make. Paul Farmer criss-crosses the planet, from Boston to Haiti, Peru, Cuba and Russia changing minds and practices that ultimately benefit all of humankind.

Here’s what the author says about Paul Farmer (in an Atlantic interview):

“Reform is part of Farmer's mission on earth. It's interesting how well he's organized his life as an instrument of reform. He's made himself into an extremely good doctor— it's what he loves most. He's the doctor we all wish we had. He's ready to doctor anybody at any time, even to the point where he has to borrow patients when he goes somewhere where he doesn't have any! I think that's utterly charming. He's also made himself into an epidemiologist—a person who understands and can think about the problems of global health. And he's made himself into an anthropologist as well, which is tremendously useful in these settings because of the attitude that it breeds—"I'm here not to try to impose myself on people, but to try to figure out who they are." That makes all the difference in the world. If you're trying to do a medical project in Haiti it's really important, for example, that you can make a voodoo priest your ally instead of your enemy. He equipped himself to do that sort of thing by learning the language, among other things. He's also a teacher at Harvard Medical School, where one is apt to get very interesting and very smart students. And he's a writer—to some degree a polemicist. He writes highly technical papers, typically about why multi-drug-resistant TB has to be treated and how it can be treated—very, very technical papers. I have a friend who's in the business of epidemiology who looked at his bibliography and said, "This is astonishing! One person couldn't write all this!" But he does write all of this, and he does the other stuff as well. It's daunting. 

So, it seems to me that Farmer has developed himself simultaneously in several different directions, and if you add them all up, you have this person who has tailored himself to be a force to try to cure what he thinks is wrong with the world. His message is that we have extraordinary tools now in medicine and public health, but that they tend to be concentrated in the places that need them the least. Which is not to say that those places ought to be stripped of them, but that they ought to be better distributed. I don't see who could argue with that.”
For the complete interview with Tracy Kidder (about Paul Farmer ) in the 2/3/04 Atlantic Online:

http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/interviews/int2004-02-03.htm
To hear Tracy Kidder interviewed on NPR:

http://www.npr.org/display_pages/features/feature_1472188.html
Paul Farmer’s organization, Partners in Health:

www.pih.org/
